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As the magazine of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a 
readership of more than 1 million engaged and educated citizens. 

Many thanks for your participation.  

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School city and state:

Number of students:

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that 
all statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: ______________ DATE: ______________

We at Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, are compiling information for 
our fifth annual “Coolest Schools” issue, which will rate American colleges and universities 
according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and caliber of sustainability-
oriented education. 

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will 
receive recognition in the magazine’s September/October issue. Please download this 
interactive PDF and fill it out as thoroughly as possible. Save it with your responses as 2011_
coolschools_your school’s name and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later 
than April 20, 2011.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering 
your responses before publishing them online. Questions left blank will receive no credit, 
and if a question requests a percentage, you must provide a number to receive a score. If you 
need more space to answer a question, you may attach pages. The scoring key will be available 
online once the issue is published.



Category 1: Energy Supply
1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. 
If your school purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be 
available from that company. If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the 
energy source.

____% Coal      ____% Wind      ____% Biomass
 
____% Natural gas       ____% Solar     ____% Geothermal

____% Nuclear    ____% Hydro       ____% Other _____________________
 

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings? If you insert a number 
into the “other” category, specify the energy source.

____% Coal    ____% Biomass ____% Electricity

____% Natural gas  ____% Geothermal ____ % Fuel oil

____% Other _____________________

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency
1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past five years have a LEED 
certification of at least silver, or an equivalent rating from another certifier? (If an equivalent 
rating, please specify which rating and certifier.)

_______%

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or 
untreated sources? 
_______%

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures, including indoor and outdoor, are energy 
efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED, or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight 
shutoff, or other energy-conserving features)? 

_______%

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star–rated?

_______%

5. Does your school have in place energy-efficiency retrofitting programs, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing ducts? If yes, by what percentage have these programs reduced 
(or will they reduce) consumption over a three-year period?

____No 

____Yes   _______%

6. Does your school have a program to monitor, record, and assess patterns of electricity and 
water consumption as a means of regularly evaluating and improving buildings’ environmental 
performance? If yes, provide the percentage of buildings monitored for each and describe the 
program.

Electricity:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

Water:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

____No 

____Yes   _______%



Category 3: Food
1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles 
of campus?

_______%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

_______%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship 
Council, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

4. What is the dollar amount spent on all cafeteria meat purchases per year? What is the total 
number of cafeteria meals served? If the meat is produced sustainably (for example, free-range 
or grass-fed), please explain.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden on which students can work? 



Category 4: Academics
1. Does your school offer environment- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as 
environmental studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, list up to six.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy 
efficiency and solar-wind engineering? If so, list up to five.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes 
to make such courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

4. Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/
or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, and 
noteworthy publications.

5. Is your school associated with any environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, 
programs, or research institutions? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the 
name(s) of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related 
classes?

_______%



Category 5: Purchasing
1. Does your school have a university-wide sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled 
content?

_______%

3. Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council–certified?

4. Does your school have a policy to purchase electronics that have Electronic Product 
Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certification (or similar)? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, 
please describe.

6. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving 
features be installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



Category 6: Transportation
1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of your school’s vehicle fleet is hybrid or electric or uses sustainable 
biofuels? 

_______%

3. List specific steps your school has taken to promote walking and bicycling as transportation 
methods.

4. Does your school offer its students and employees incentives to carpool, take public transit, 
or use some other form of communal transportation? If yes, please describe.

5. Approximately what percentage of students commute to school in a car?

_______%

6. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff commute to work in a car?

_______%



Category 7: Waste Management
1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being 
diverted from landfills)?

_______%

2. Are recycling receptacles readily available throughout campus? If yes, please describe. 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-
campus dining locations? Are compost receptacles available at all or most food-preparation 
facilities (i.e., cafeteria and restaurant kitchens)?

5. Does your school have a stated commitment to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? If 
applicable, briefly explain the plan of action.

6. Does your school administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when 
students are moving out of campus housing? If so, are bins placed in every dormitory? 



Category 8: Administration
1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement or guiding 
principles? If so, please provide the text or a link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental 
initiatives, such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? 
Is the coordinator position part-time or full-time?

3. Does your school have a formal policy to integrate life-cycle cost analysis into plans for 
constructing or renovating buildings? If yes, please explain. 

4. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by 
setting goals of emissions reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for 
achieving these reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

5. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

6. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain 
and provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments
1. Is all information about your school’s endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your school have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues? If so, provide key examples of actions it has taken.

3. Does your school have, or is it planning to implement, a formal policy that restricts or 
prohibits investments in fossil fuels? If yes, briefly explain.

4. What percentage of your school’s overall endowment is invested in companies or funds that 
further renewable energy and clean technology?

_______%



Category 10: Other Initiatives
1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, 
state, or national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater 
attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, 
accomplishments, and contact information. For privacy reasons, please do not include 
students’ contact information here).

2. Have students participated in regional or national environmental challenges or events such 
as the Solar Decathlon or environmental design contests? If so, which events and how did they 
do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus 
development, or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic 
cleaning supplies or paints)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or field-based classes or academic programs? If so, please 
list and describe up to three. (To nominate a specific program for greater attention in our 
coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with a detailed description and the 
program coordinator’s contact information.) 

6. Does your school offer campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to students 
and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe up to three. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives {continued}

7. What specific actions, if any, has your school taken to improve its environmental 
sustainability since spring 2010? Please list and describe.

8. Use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives at your 
school that have not already been mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than April 20, 2011. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text192: Our new student center, currently in the design phase, is the first major new building project on campus in 35 years and is targeting LEED Platinum Certification. Expected completion is fall 2012.
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	Text194: Though we currently do not use recovered, reclaimed, or untreated water for irrigation purposes, UDC very recently installed six cisterns with a combined capacity of 18,000 gallons as part of a major plaza renovation. Harvested rainwater will be used for irrigation, sewage conveyance, and/or scrubbed before being returned to the sewer system.
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	Text196: Most hallways and a number of classrooms have been retrofitted with occupancy sensors. The parking structure on UDC's Van Ness Campus recently underwent a lighting upgrade to use more efficient fluorescent bulbs.
	Text197: 
	Text198: At this time, it is unknown what percentage of appliances on campus are ENERGY STAR-rated. However, UDC is planning to conduct an appliance inventory assessment and investigating the feasibility of implementing an ENERGY STAR purchasing policy.
	Check Box199: Off
	Check Box200: Yes
	Text201: ~10
	Text202: UDC is carrying out the following energy efficiency retrofit programs with the goal of reducing overall energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions in the next three years:- Five green roof installations covering 30,000 square feet on buildings on the Van Ness Campus- Window replacements on the Van Ness and Backus Campuses- Heating system replacement with rooftop units on the Backus Campus- Exterior door replacement featuring aluminum storefront glazing system on the Backus Campus- HVAC system and lighting upgrades at the 801 North Capitol Campus
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	Text206: Electricity bill data is harvested from each monthly statement and recorded in ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager to measure ongoing performance and set goals accordingly.
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	Text210: Water bill data is harvested from each monthly statement and recorded in ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager to measure ongoing performance and set goals accordingly.
	Text211: 15-20
	Text212: UDC recently contracted with Fresh Start, a social enterprise project of DC Central Kitchen. Fresh Start Catering "uses local, seasonable and sustainable foods whenever possible in order to help support regional farms and families. Specializing in contract food services, business breakfasts, luncheons and drop-off meals, Fresh Start’s mission makes it easy and delicious to eat local and do good."Fresh Start serves 7 DC Public Schools, 1 University (UDC) and 2 public charter schools. All numbers below are based on the 2010-2011 school year (August 2010 – April 2011).In order to get the quantities we need, DCCK expanded their local food net to capture anything grown within 200 miles of Washington DC.So far this school year, Fresh Start has spent $18,371.90 on 35,434 lbs of fresh, local produce that was served at their operation locations. By the end of the school year, Fresh Start anticipates having spent 15-20% of food dollars locally.
	Text213: 0
	Text214: Fresh Start does not purchase USDA-certified organic food for our school meals because they cannot afford to do so. However, much of the local produce they serve has been grown sustainably and organically.  Unfortunately, the growers are not certified (due to the high cost of certification).
	Text215: All seafood products served in Fresh Start schools are produced via aquaculture and come from either Thailand or North Carolina. The products are not officially considered sustainable by the programs listed above. However, the tilapia used by Fresh Start is considered sustainable by the Global Aquaculture Alliance.
	Text216: Fresh Start spends an estimated $20,000-$30,000/year on meat products. They mostly serve chicken and turkey, and on occasion, beef. Between all schools they serve, they provide around 4,000 meals/day. Since January 2011, Fresh Start schools have served local and sustainably raised beef once per month. All of the beef is sourced from Harrisonburg, VA and is processed by a small sustainable butcher located in Harrisonburg, Va. Currently Fresh Start obtains ground beef and beef hamburger patties from this provider.
	Text217: Yes, Fresh Start offers a vegetarian option every day. In addition, they try to limit the number of days that meat is served to 3 or 4 days per week. Occasionally, there will be two vegetarian options for the day.
	Text218: Yes. However, the UDC Sustainability Initiative is actively working to reduce the amount of bottled water sold on campus.
	Text219: Yes, there is a campus garden and volunteers are organized by a student group, Environmental Sustainability Leaders.
	Text220: Within UDC's College of Agriculture, Urban Sustainability, and Environmental Sciences (CAUSES), there are four programs which relate to environmental sustainability:- BS in Environmental Science- BS in Environmental Science - Urban Sustainability- BS in Environmental Science - Water Resource Management- PSM in Water Resource Management
	Text221: Renewable energy systems courses have been regularly offered within the School of Engineering and Applied Sciences as special topics courses. Student and faculty projects are tied to these courses, including senior projects in mechanical and environmental engineering programs. In the future, a cluster of new courses will be created, as a team of UDC professors recently received a grant from the National Science Foundation to support the expansion of renewable energy engineering curriculum over the next four years. Students benefit from being closely involved with faculty projects in the UDC Center for Excellence in Renewable Energy, as well. The Zero Energy Visitor Center on UDC’s Van Ness Campus generates 100% of it’s electrical need through a combination of solar and wind power. Built in 2008, the demonstration project was supported by the Renewable Energy Trust Fund program of the District Department of the Environment.
	Text222: http://www.udc.edu/sustainability/courses.htm
	Text223: The following professors have led sustainability-related research efforts. Their areas of focus are included below:Samuel Lakeou, Ph. D., Professor Solar Cell Efficiency, Laser Assisted Prototyping, Pulsed Laser Deposition of Thin Films, Data Acquisition System Design, Renewable Energy Power Systems, VLSI DesignAbiose O. Adebayo, Professor and Chair Computational Fluid Dynamics and Computational Structural Dynamics (CFD/CSD) method in the study of forced response and flutter of a turbomachinery row in the time domain.   Pradeep K. Behera, Ph. D., P.E., D.WRE, Associate Professor Urban Stormwater Management, Non-point Source Pollution, Water Resources Engineering, Erosion and Sediment Control, Sustainable Urban Water Systems, Environmental Systems, Spatio-Temporal Informatics.Esther Ososanya, Ph.D.Sustainable energy, solar energy systems, methane gas biodigestion
	Text224: Water Resources Research Institute Responding to the complex water resource challenges of the present and future, WRRI provides research and training to our students and the broader community. Created in 1973 by the Water Resources Research Act of 1964, WRRI at UDC is the only urban-based water research center in the nation. WRRI’s focus on water quality testing and stormwater control has positioned the Institute to expand its leadership in the sustainable water resource management field.Center for Excellence in Renewable Energy Since it opened in 2006, CERE has been working to address issues related to the rising global demand for sustainable energy. The Center is currently in line to receive up to $500,000 as part of a larger Federal payment to the university to significantly enhance and expand research efforts.
	Text225: No.
	Text226: 10%
	Text227: 
	Text228: While UDC does not currently have in place a university-wide sustainable purchasing policy, the Sustainability Task Force has provided the following recommendation within the Sustainability Strategic Plan:"Establish green procurement policies and practices including a checklist for all vendors to submit which articulates their sustainability practices."The UDC Sustainability Initiative will work to implement a sustainable purchasing policy in the near future.
	Text229: 60-70
	Text230: All paper purchased through UDC's centralized procurement process is made from 30% PCW
	Text231: While most paper purchased by UDC is not FSC certified, all paper purchased through the centralized procurement process is Sustainable Forestry Initiative certified.
	Text232: No.
	Text233: No.
	Text234: Our new vending contract will require energy misers and timing devices to be installed on all machines that are placed on campus. This policy is based on research conducted by the UDC Sustainability Initiative staff to determine the electrical operating cost of the campus vending machines.
	Text235: No. The Van Ness Campus is a compact 21-acre urban campus so no intra-campus shuttle transportation is needed. Connections to other campuses (801 N Capitol, PR Harris, and Backus Campuses) are available via existing public infrastructure including Metro Rail (subway), Metro Bus, and Capital Bikeshare.
	Text236: 0
	Text237: 
	Text238: - In September 2010, UDC participated in DC Car-Free Day, offering incentives to students, faculty, and staff who rode their bikes, walked, or took transit when coming to campus. A 10% discount on accessories was offered to participating members of the UDC community. The university plans to participate in the upcoming DC Bike to Work Day in May 2011.- UDC staff have formed a walking club that has been supported by the university administration. The club meets weekly on Fridays for brief walks during lunch time. 
	Text239: UDC staff and faculty are able to enroll in SmartBenefits, a partnership with the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority which allows employees to make a pre-tax purchase of rail and bus fare via paycheck deduction.
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	Text245: 
	Text246: Yes. UDC recently replaced about 100 recycling stations with 150 new, more distinctive stations. Receptacles are distributed throughout the 11 campus buildings on all floors. Many are located near elevators and restrooms to maximize their visibility.
	Text247: Yes.
	Text248: No. The university is currently exploring the opportunity to develop a small on campus composting demonstration project.
	Text249: No.
	Text250: No.
	Text251: While UDC's mission statement and guiding principles do not include environmental sustainability explicitly, the UDC 2011 Strategic Plan features sustainability as a prominent theme in several of the university's strategic goal areas. A draft version of the document is available at http://www.udc.edu/docs/flipbook/publish/strategic_plan/index_udc.html.
	Text252: UDC has two full time staff – Director of Planning and Sustainability and Sustainability Manager – dedicated to sustainability initiatives. Additionally, UDC established a Sustainability Task Force in October 2010. The task force consists of faculty, staff and students from each of the university’s departments and academic units.
	Text253: Yes, for new construction. UDC is currently planning the construction of a LEED Platinum Student Center. All future buildings, such as the new residence halls, will be constructed to LEED Silver certification at a minimum. The university is committed to and is incorporating  life-cycle cost analysis for all future buildings.
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	Text257: Yes.  The information is available upon request from the Office the of the Chief Financial Officer.
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	Text261: 
	Text262: University students have been instrumental in establishing a campus garden and for pushing for improved waste management policies, especially in regards to recycling, on the main campus. In the 2009, a small group of committed students took responsibility for cleaning up a long unattended and overgrown green area to plant roses. In subsequent years, the planting pallet has also included vegetables and herbs. Additionally, a new student organization, Environmental Sustainability Leaders, was formed in the spring of 2011. This interdisciplinary student club will help to further connect students who care about sustainability and environmental stewardship. Student participation in the Sustainability Task Force helped to develop more robust policies towards waste management and recycling. UDC students have demanded additional sustainability courses, participated in political events like PowerShift 2011, and worked to educate District residents on sustainability issues related to energy, water, and recycling. Student efforts on campus have been recognized and supported by national groups as well. UDC’s Selvon Waldron received one of fifty $1,000 grants awarded nationally by FilterForGood. Selvon, an MBA student in the School of Business and Public Administration, will help to organize a recycled fashion show, or “trashion” show, this coming fall with the help of the funds. For the past two years, Brita’s FilterForGood Eco-Challenge has provided grant funds to students working on environmental sustainability projects on college and university campuses. The UDC Sustainability Initiative looks forward to supporting Selvon’s effort to raise awareness for recycling at UDC.
	Text263: Based on urging from students, UDC registered to participate in ReycleMania for the first time ever. UDC tracked and reported its performance on waste and recycling during a three-month period this spring from February to April. On average our weekly recycling rate was 24.08%, which is below the District-wide average of 33%. As a result, UDC is working to revamp it’s recycling program with new infrastructure, policies, and student involvement. Visit www.recyclemania.org for more information and to view results from this year’s competition.
	Text264: While UDC has not enacted any habitat protection programs, capital projects currently underway will add roughly 2.5 acres of vegetated space to the Van Ness Campus, which was previously dominated by impervious surface.
	Text265: While UDC does not have an indoor air quality policy, all cleaning supplies used by UDC's janitorial contractor are Green Seal certified.
	Text266: The D.C. Master Gardener Program, a component of the University of the District of Columbia Cooperative Extension Service’s Environmental and Natural Resources Program, meets the needs of residents interested in gardening and related areas of horticulture in the District of Columbia, indeed in the urban environment.  Program participants are trained by Extension horticulturists and other specialists in plant sciences.  The program includes a 50 hour internship requirement designed to provide individual students with the opportunity to exchange volunteerism with training by professional gardeners.  Once training and the 50 hour internship requirement are successfully completed program participants earn national recognition as qualified Master Gardeners and they are issued a Qualified Master Gardener Certificate
	Text267: No.
	Text268: The UDC Sustainability Initiative was launched in August of 2010. Nearly all of the activities outlined above are additional to previous practices and efforts carried out before the launching of the program. Semi-monthly newsletters written since August 2010 document the activities and progress made by the UDC Sustainability Initiative and are available at udc.edu/sustainability. Below is a summary of efforts:• Established the Sustainability Initiative – August 2010o UDC launched a sustainability initiative to expand and enhance our academic offerings to prepare our students for some of our world’s greatest challenges:  climate change, biodiversity loss, global urbanization, natural resource scarcity, and energy demand. We will green our physical campus and our operations to reduce our impact on the environment while providing opportunities for students to live and learn in a sustainable manner. UDC will expand its partnerships with local and regional organizations leveraging shared interests and fully utilizing our location in the nation’s capital.• Created the College of Agriculture, Urban Sustainability and Environmental Sciences – August 2010o As the University’s first new college of the 21st Century, CAUSES uses an interdisciplinary framework to prepare students to enter the workforce with strong critical thinking and leadership skills.  Students will be equipped to address current issues both locally and globally, with a vision toward the future.   CAUSES strengthens the university’s effort to meet the needs of local residents and provide a visionary global perspective on education and a sustainable world.• Hired two full time staff to lead the Sustainability Initiative – August 2010• Established the Sustainability Task Force – October 2010o The University Sustainability Task Force was charged with developing a strategic vision for sustainability at UDC. By committing to a long-term sustainable future, the university is publicly challenging some of the misconceptions of sustainability activities, particularly, that such actions are too costly and too difficult to implement. The nearly 40 member Task Force is made up of student, faculty and staff representatives from each department and academic unit.• Issued a Final Draft Sustainability Strategic Plan – March 2011o The University Sustainability Task Force utilized a 6 month process to create a strategic plan to implement the sustainability vision for the university.• Issued a University Strategic Plan which prominently features sustainability as a core element – January 2011o Sustainability was identified as one of the key themes in the comprehensive strategic plan for the university which address the academic, financial, and operational elements of the university.• Created a Campus Master Plan to direct the future physical growth of the university – March 2011o The Campus Plan is designed to help the University of the District of Columbia continue to develop a functional and aesthetically- pleasing campus and provide the University and community with guidance of the physical growth of the university over the next decade.
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